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HEALTH CARE REPORT
by Betty Barrett
The League of Women Voters’ position on reproductive choice,
adopted in 1983, states “The League of Women Voters believes public
policy in a pluralistic society must affirm the constitutional right of
privacy of the individual to make reproductive choices.”
The major news concerns the reproductive choice bill, which was
approved by the Legislature on September 13 and signed by Governor Justice, which does not
now allow this choice. As approved, abortion is not possible except within strict time limits,
with few exceptions, one of the most restrictive bans of the country. This is a major blow to
women, but I am sure this action will not be the last on this issue.
In other health care news, LWVWV is cooperating with Health Care for All West Virginia on a
series of candidates’ meetings before the November election. Cabell’s was presented virtually
on September 26, but since it was recorded, it is possible to watch it on Facebook, on the Health
Care for All WV website. Four candidates were present: Dr. Sydnee Smirl McElroy, Ally Layman,
Sean Hornbuckle and Karen Nance.
The other forums will be at 6 pm on Facebook:
October 4 – Wood County -Virtual
October 11 – Monongalia County – Virtual
October 18 – Kanawha County – Live -6-7:30 Grace Bible Center,
Charleston, and virtual
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One more reason to vote against Amendment 2 in the election – if it is approved, public health
departments would be on the list to potentially lose funding. Our county health departments are
vital in protecting the health of citizens, guarding the safety of water, restaurants, so much
more. They proved essential in the fight against Covid in the pandemic that finally seems to be
dying down. We need them to help in whatever happens next to threaten our health.

The West Virginia Women’s Centennial Project Announces Presentation of
“Failure is Impossible – West Virginia’s
Struggle for Women’s Suffrage”
October 14 and 15, 7:30 PM
West Virginia Culture Center on Capitol Grounds
ADMISSION IS FREE
By Wendy Thomas
The play is based on research from original documents of the West Virginia experience of ratifying
women’s right to vote. The original play was written by Dan Kehde, adapted, and directed by
Susan Marrash-Minnerly. The play is a fun, educational and inspiring presentation of that long
hard struggle and the men and women who were part of it. For more information contact Renate
Pore at 304-444-9681 or renatepore@gmail.com

Candidate Forum
The League of Women Voters is sponsoring a
candidate forum for County Commission and the
Board of Education. It will be held on October 10th
at 6:15 pm at the Woodlands in the Hampton Room.
The public is invited. Please join us to hear from the
candidates.
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WV HB 302, 2022 THIRD EXTRAORDINARY SESSION
By Nyoka Baker Chapman
Governor Jim Justice called a special session on 9/10 and following on
9/13, the adoption of an amendment to HB 302, which would set the
parameters for restrictions on abortions and under what
circumstances they could be performed, was put forth for
consideration. Listening to the legislative special session revealed
what some of our lawmakers actually had to say that day.
Roe vs. Wade was overturned on 6/24/2022 and there was plenty of
time to arrange for a measure to be added to the general election
ballot for a public referendum. Yet, the women of West Virginia were denied the right to vote
on laws that affect their bodies and their privacy. The WV legislature, composed almost entirely
of men, would make those decisions for them.
Curious indeed that Amendment No.4, which is on our 11/08 ballot, will allow WV citizens to
decide whether or not legislators can enter our children’s classrooms to control what can be
taught in our schools. Yet, legislators have allowed themselves to enter the examination rooms
of female patients and tell a woman and her doctor what they are allowed to do without their
consent. A physician’s ability to make the best healthcare recommendations in the face of the
multitude of diverse factors that impact a pregnancy is now at issue.
Several legislators commented on being contacted by OBGYNs who were against the legislation
due to the liabilities that would be imposed on them. It was made clear that losing OBGYNs and
an inability to recruit new ones could result from the passage of HB 302. As well, how frightening
to think that instead of reaching for a medical reference book an OBGYN would be forced first to
research WV Code. Without adequate and available prenatal care for WV women there will
likely even be an increase in premature births and poor birth outcomes.
A portion of Cabell County was added last year to WV Senate District No. 4 during the 2021
redistricting process. Putnam County resident Senator Eric Tarr represents that newly formed
district. His comments can be heard during the second portion of the session at around 1:40:50
pm. He decided to vote no on the bill because it was not restrictive enough.
Senator Mike Woelfel, representing WV Senate District No. 5, can be heard speaking during the
second session at 1:55:00 pm. Per the final roster, see 2:26:10 pm, Senator Woelfel did vote in
favor of HB 302.
A number of lawmakers from both parties spoke in support of taking the matter to a public
referendum, but there was a failure of resolve and HB 302 was already there in front of them.
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Text of HB 302:
https://www.wvlegislature.gov/Bill_Text_HTML/2022_SESSIONS/3X/bills/HB302%20ENR.pdf
First Part of the session of 9/13/22 begins at around 12:16:08.
http://sg001harmony.sliq.net/00289/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20220919
/-1/57488
The second portion of the session then resumes at around 1:31:18.
http://sg001harmony.sliq.net/00289/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20220919/-1/57489
https://my.lwv.org/mylo/issues/citizen-rights/public-policy-reproductive-choices

Congratulations Phoebe Randolph!
League member Phoebe Randolph, and
Edward Tucker Architects, were recognized
with a 2022 Merit Award for Sustainable
Design Excellence for the new Barboursville
Public Library. The new branch library is both
beautiful and sustainably designed, using
geothermal energy and passive solar. The
League has a state and local study on library
financing and of course support sustainable
design.

MEMBERSHIP IN THE LEAGUE
The League of Women Voters is a non-partisan organization that neither supports nor opposes
candidates or parties. Membership is open to anyone of voting age. Dues are free for full-time
students, $50 for an individual, and $75 for two persons in a household. Send your check to
Patricia Scarr, 16 Nancy Lane, Barboursville, WV 25504.
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League Statement of Positions on West Virginia 2022 Ballot Measures
AMENDMENT NO. 1: Clarification of the Judiciary’s Role in Impeachment Proceedings
Summary of Purpose: “Clarifying that courts have no authority or jurisdiction to intercede or
intervene in or interfere with impeachment proceedings of the House of Delegates or the Senate;
and specifying that a judgment rendered by the Senate following an impeachment trial is not
reviewable by any court of this state.”
A "yes" vote supports amending the state constitution to say that no state court has authority
over impeachment proceedings by the state legislature and that no court can review any
impeachment judgments made by the state Senate.
A "no" vote opposes this amendment to state that no court has authority over impeachment
proceedings or judgments by the state legislature.
The measure would amend Article IV of the West Virginia Constitution to add that no state court
has jurisdiction to intervene in impeachment proceedings of the West Virginia House of
Delegates or the state Senate. The amendment also prohibits any state court from reviewing any
impeachment judgment made by the state Senate.
Currently, the state constitution does not state a role for the state judiciary to participate or
review impeachment proceedings, apart from the chief justice of the state supreme
court presiding over the proceedings.
LWVHA joins the LWVWV to OPPOSE Amendment 1
§

LWVHA believes in the constitutional framework of branches of government
providing checks & balances.

§

Amendment 1 would remove future impeachment proceedings of the state
legislature from constitutional restraint / protection.

§

Amendment 1 could potentially deny a public official faced with impeachment their
right to due process.

AMENDMENT NO. 2: Property Tax Modernization
Summary of Purpose: “To amend the State Constitution by providing the Legislature with
authority to exempt tangible machinery and equipment personal property directly used in
business activity and tangible inventory personal property directly used in business activity and
personal property tax on motor vehicles from ad valorem property taxation by general law.”
A "yes" vote supports amending the West Virginia Constitution to authorize the state legislature
to exempt personal property (machinery, equipment, and inventory) used for business activity
and personal motor vehicle property tax from ad valorem property taxes.
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A "no" vote opposes amending the West Virginia Constitution to authorize the state legislature
to exempt personal property (machinery, equipment, and inventory) used for business activity
and personal motor vehicle property tax from ad valorem property taxes.
In 2018, revenue from TPP taxes generated $523.9 million. Of that revenue, 65.3% was allocated
to schools, 27.2% was allocated to counties, 7.1% was allocated to municipalities, and 0.4% was
allocated to municipalities.
LWVHA joins the LWVWV to OPPOSE Amendment 2
§

Amendment 2 does not reduce taxes. Instead, it would revise the Constitution to give
the Legislature control over tax revenue currently controlled by local communities.

§

Schools, libraries, emergency services, law enforcement, and many other essential
services could be harmed by tax changes possible under Amendment 2 unless
revenue is made up somewhere else. Big businesses are most likely to benefit.

§

Local communities should establish priorities for funding, rather than giving control
to state government. There are "promises" but no plan has been adopted to replace
potential lost revenue for communities.

§

LWVHA supports a state tax system that relies on diverse sources of income and
provides an adequate, stable yield.

§

LWVHA opposes any tax change that harms local governments' ability to provide
necessary services.

AMENDMENT 3: Incorporation of Churches or Religious Denominations
A "yes" vote supports amending the West Virginia Constitution to authorize the state legislature
to pass laws to incorporate churches and religious denominations.
A "no" vote opposes amending the West Virginia Constitution to authorize the state legislature
to pass laws to incorporate churches and religious denominations.
The amendment would amend Article VI of the state constitution to remove the prohibition on
incorporating religious denominations and churches and authorize the state legislature to
provide for the incorporation of churches or religious denominations by law.
West Virginia is the sole state that has a prohibition against incorporating religious
denominations and churches.
LWVHA takes no position on Amendment 3
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AMENDMENT NO. 4: Education Accountability
Summary of Purpose: “The purpose of this amendment is to clarify that the rules and policies
promulgated by the State Board of Education, are subject to legislative review, approval,
amendment, or rejection.”
A "yes" vote supports requiring the State Board of Education to submit its rules or policies to the
legislature to approve, amend, or repeal.
A "no" vote opposes this amendment to require the State Board of Education to submit its rules
and policies to the legislature to approve, amend, or reject.
The constitution currently states that "the general supervision of the free schools of the State
shall be vested in the West Virginia board of education." It also states that the board shall
perform "such duties as may be prescribed by law." This amendment would add that the board's
authority over general supervision of public education is subject to a requirement that its rules
and policies must be submitted to the legislature for review and approval, amendment, or
rejection according to a process determined by the legislature by law.
LWVHA joins the LWVWV to OPPOSE Amendment 4
§

This Amendment would make policies of the WV State Board of Education subject to
review by the Legislature.

§

General supervisory authority over the school system was added to the WV
Constitution by voters in 1958. LWVHA supported that change.

§

Members of the State BOE are citizens from diverse backgrounds with expertise in
education. The BOE is bipartisan with members appointed by the Governor and
confirmed by the Legislature. They serve fixed terms and are protected from removal
on political grounds, which provides stability.

§

The BOE is able to respond to educational issues and make policy in a timely manner,
whereas the Legislature meets infrequently and for short periods of time.

§

Granting the Legislature authority over state education rules and policies will make
our system of public education "less efficient, more chaotic, and subject to partisan
politics." (WV BOE, 3/9/2022)

Visit the WV Secretary of State’s website govotewv.com to read the full text of the amendments.
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PROPOSED WV CONSTITUTION AMENDMENTS
Proposed Amendments to the WV Constitution to be on the November 8, 2022, General Election
Ballot.
“Amendment No. 1: Clarification of the Judiciary’s Role in Impeachment Proceedings
Amendment”
Summary of Purpose: “Clarifying that courts have no authority or jurisdiction to intercede or
intervene in or interfere with impeachment proceedings of the House of Delegates or the Senate;
and specifying that a judgment rendered by the Senate following an impeachment trial is not
reviewable by any court of this state.”
Full Text of the Amendment: ARTICLE IV. §9. Impeachment of officials. Any officer of the state
may be impeached for maladministration, corruption, incompetency, gross immorality, neglect
of duty, or any high crime or misdemeanor. The House of Delegates has the sole power of
impeachment. The Senate has the sole power to try impeachments and no person shall be
convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the members elected thereto. When sitting
as a court of impeachment, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Appeals, or, if from any
cause it be improper for him or her to act, then any other judge of that court, to be designated
by it, shall preside; and the senators shall be on oath or affirmation, to do justice according to
law and evidence. Judgment in cases of impeachment does not extend further than removal from
office, and disqualification to hold any office of honor, trust or profit, under the state; but the
party convicted remains liable to indictment, trial, judgment, and punishment according to law.
The Senate may sit during the recess of the Legislature for the trial of impeachments. No court
of this state has any authority or jurisdiction, by writ or otherwise, to intercede or intervene in,
or interfere with, any impeachment proceedings of the House of Delegates or the Senate
conducted hereunder; nor is any judgment rendered by the Senate following a trial of
impeachment reviewable by any court of this state.

“Amendment No. 2: Property Tax Modernization Amendment Summary of Purpose: “
To amend the State Constitution by providing the Legislature with authority to exempt tangible
machinery and equipment personal property directly used in business activity and tangible
inventory personal property directly used in business activity and personal property tax on motor
vehicles from ad valorem property taxation by general law.”
Full Text of the Amendment: ARTICLE X. §1. Taxation and finance. Subject to the exceptions in
this section contained, taxation shall be equal and uniform throughout the state, and all property,
both real and personal, shall be taxed in proportion to its value to be ascertained as directed by
law. No one species of property from which a tax may be collected shall be taxed higher than any
other species of property of equal value; except that the aggregate of taxes assessed in any one
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year upon personal property employed exclusively in agriculture, including horticulture and
grazing, products of agriculture as above defined, including livestock, while owned by the
producer, and money, notes, bonds, bills and accounts receivable, stocks and other similar
intangible personal property shall not exceed fifty cents on each one hundred dollars of value
thereon and upon all property owned, used Page 2 of 3 and occupied by the owner thereof
exclusively for residential purposes and upon farms occupied and cultivated by their owners or
bona fide tenants, one dollar; and upon all other property situated outside of municipalities, one
dollar and fifty cents; and upon all other property situated within municipalities, two dollars; and
the Legislature shall further provide by general law for increasing the maximum rates, authorized
to be fixed, by the different levying bodies upon all classes of property, by submitting the
question to the voters of the taxing units affected, but no increase shall be effective unless at
least sixty percent of the qualified voters shall favor such increase, and such increase shall not
continue for a longer period than three years at any one time, and shall never exceed by more
than fifty percent the maximum rate herein provided and prescribed by law; and the revenue
derived from this source shall be apportioned by the Legislature among the levying units of the
state in proportion to the levy laid in said units upon real and other personal property; but
property used for educational, literary, scientific, religious or charitable purposes, all cemeteries,
public property, tangible machinery and equipment personal property directly used in business
activity, tangible inventory personal property directly used in business activity, personal property
tax on motor vehicles, the personal property, including livestock, employed exclusively in
agriculture as above defined and the products of agriculture as so defined while owned by the
producers may by law be exempted from taxation; household goods to the value of two hundred
dollars shall be exempted from taxation. The Legislature shall have authority to tax privileges,
franchises, and incomes of persons and corporations and to classify and graduate the tax on all
incomes according to the amount thereof and to exempt from taxation incomes below a
minimum to be fixed from time to time, and such revenues as may be derived from such tax may
be appropriated as the Legislature may provide. After the year nineteen hundred thirty-three,
the rate of the state tax upon property shall not exceed one cent upon the hundred dollars
valuation, except to pay the principal and interest of bonded indebtedness of the state now
existing.

“Amendment No. 3: Incorporation of Churches or Religious Denominations Amendment”
Summary of Purpose: “To authorize the incorporation of churches or religious denominations.”
Full Text of the Amendment: Article VI. The Legislature. §47. Incorporation of religious
denominations permitted. Provisions may be made by general laws for securing the title to
church property, and for the sale and transfer thereof, so that it shall be held, used, or transferred
for the purposes of such church or religious denomination. Provisions may also be made by
general laws for the incorporation of churches or religious denominations.
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“Amendment No. 4: Education Accountability Amendment”
Summary of Purpose: “The purpose of this amendment is to clarify that the rules and policies
promulgated by the State Board of Education, are subject to legislative review, approval,
amendment, or rejection.”
Full Text of the Amendment: ARTICLE XII. EDUCATION. §2. Supervision of free schools. Subject to
the provisions of this section, the general supervision of the free schools of the State is vested in
the West Virginia Board of Education which shall perform the duties prescribed by law. Under its
supervisory duties, the West Virginia Board of Education may promulgate rules or policies which
shall be submitted to the Legislature for its review and approval, amendment, or rejection, in
whole or in part, in the manner prescribed by general law. The board shall consist of nine
members to be appointed by the Page 3 of 3 Governor, by and with the advice and consent of
the Senate, for overlapping terms of nine years. No more than five members of the board shall
belong to the same political party, and in addition to the general qualifications otherwise
required by the Constitution, the Legislature may require other specific qualifications for
membership on the board. No member of the board may be removed from office by the
Governor except for official misconduct, incompetence, neglect of duty, or gross immorality, and
then only in the manner prescribed by law for the removal by the Governor of state elective
officers. The West Virginia Board of Education shall, in the manner prescribed by law, select the
State Superintendent of Free Schools who shall serve at its will and pleasure. He or she shall be
the chief school officer of the state and shall perform the duties prescribed by law. The State
Superintendent of Free Schools shall be a member of the Board of Public Works as provided by
subsection B, section fifty-one, article VI of this Constitution.
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